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My name is Zach Mathews. I have been a 
resident of the Children’s Home for 3 years.  
The Home has taken good care of me and my 
brother while we were here.  The house 
parents love you so much and will do 
anything for you.  They got me new clothes, 
gave me a room that is really nice to live in 
and took me on trips that were fun.  I love my 
house parents and all the people who work 
and live here.  I will miss them all very much.

Graduation

My name is Julia Winn.  I have been a 
resident of the Children’s Home for a 
little over a year now.  When I �rst 
came, I had my doubts.  I didn’t really 
feel as though this was the right place 
for me at all, but after being here and 
re�ecting on this past year, I have to 
admit that I was wrong.

I have learned so much about myself 
as a person while being here.  I learned what it means to be 
nice and to do for others.  The people in this Home took a chance 
on me, even when my own father told them not to do that.  They 
taught me how to have real relationships with people and most 
importantly with God.  Yes, I went to church; yes, I prayed over 
everything; yes, I read the Bible.  The Home has taught me how to 
be a true follower of God instead of just being a fan of God. 

I am a senior at CHHS and will be graduating in May.  
Growing up I didn’t even see making it past the 9th 
grade as a possibility, but yet I am here getting ready to
 walk across the graduation stage and that could only be by the 
grace of God.  Being at the Home truly has saved my life. 

When I graduate from high school I plan on attending Alabama 
State University where I will be entering their pre-law program to 
become a paralegal.  If all goes well, I then hope to enter law 
school and become an attorney.  I want to be able to �ght for those 
who need a voice.  

Join us in congratulating our two high school seniors.  Please pray for Zach and Julia as they begin this new phase of their lives.

I know the plans I have for you; 
plans to give you 
Hope and a Future. Jeremiah 29:11
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Birthdays
Justin  5-1-00
Curtis (sta�) 5-4
Mallorie  5-7-07 
Kellie (sta�)  5-15
Lynn (sta�) 5-16

Caden  5-21-10
Mikey Joe 6- 5-00
Autumn  6- 8-00
Lexie  6-23-02

Happy Birthday! Hope you have a  special day!

Honor Roll

Great Job! Keep it up!

Pray for and participate in the “Father to the 
Fatherless” campaign during the month of 
June.  We use National Children’s Day (the 

11th) and Father’s Day (the 18th) to remind 
our supporters and friends of the ongoing 

ministry of the Home.  When you receive our 
envelope, please take the time to read the 

information and prayerfully consider 
contributing a special gift. 

Pray and Participate!

FATHERLESSto
theFATHER
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Purpose
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home 
is a ministry of the Alabama State 
Association of FWB’s.  As a non-profit 
organization, FWBCH provides a 
loving, home-like, Christian 
atmosphere for children struggling 
with life’s challenges and turbulent 
domestic situations.  Our task is to 
help children hurt by life to find 
faith in God and enter adulthood as 
responsible Christian men and 
women with a purpose in life. 
 
The FWB Children’s Home Newsletter is 
published six times per year to keep 
friends informed of current activities, 
programs, and service. If you have any 
questions, suggestions, or comments, 
please contact us:

Free Will Baptist Children’s Home
P. O. Box 8 Eldridge, AL  35554
Mandy Mitchell, Executive Director
Danny Williams, Communication
Phone: 205-924-9751
Fax: 205-924-9574
Website: www.fwbhome.org
 
FWBCH does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, nationality, or 
ethnic origin.

Board of Directors
 
Rodney Yerby, Chairman 
Shelia Bynum
Donnie Blackmon 
Tim Baumgarten
DannyWilliams
Wayne Parker 
Waymon Fields 
Ray Ritch

Memorial Gifts
Below are memorial contributions from March / April 2017. 
We thank all those who honor their loved ones in this special way. 

IN MEMORY             DONOR
Vance Evans  Cheryl Webb Family
   Kyle Miller Family

Blanche Pennington  Jean DuBose

Hazel Connell
Buck Wakefield  Cheryl Webb Family

Ralph Farrior  Sara Hoffman, Retha Stevenson
   Jerry & Betty Atkins

Mr. Carey Pickett  Leonella Pickett

Belva Pennington  The Sandra Williams Family

Jean Griffin Jones  Mr. & Mrs. Browning Riggs

Joyce Chappelear  Stephen Chappelear

You may pay tribute to your loved one with a donation in their honor.  
Please include with your gift the information needed to notify the family. 
Recognition will also appear in the upcoming newsletter. 

SiblingsDIRECTOR’S DESK
Mandy Mitchell
This year the Home is celebrating 70 years of ministry.  Over those 
years we have opened our hearts and doors to over 1,000 children.  In 
the beginning of its ministry the Home was more of an orphanage.  
There was a big two story building that housed a dormitory type of 
facility.  Back in those days, the Home would sometimes house 50-60 
children at a time.  The children were with us mostly because their 
parents could not a�ord to take care of them or had been abandoned.  

In the 90’s the administration and board had the forethought to build our “cottages” which 
makes the residents feel more like they are in a home.  We now have four homes, two for boys 
and two for girls, where our residents live with their house parents and they function as 
individual families.  Today we still have children whose parents could not take care of them or 
have abandoned them, but we also deal with children who have behavioral issues.  Many times 
these behavioral issues surface due to inconsistency, lack of structure, or could be the result of 
some type of trauma they have su�ered.  
Sometimes children are with us for only a short time.  On occasions, we will have children stay 
with us for over 10 years.  These children often consider the Children’s Home, their home.  No 
matter how long they are with us, we see each child as an opportunity.  An opportunity to 
receive love, to hear about God’s love for them, to have a place to heal, and to learn that they 
are capable of achieving whatever they set their 
mind’s to.  One resident said years ago that when 
she came to the Free Will Baptist Children’s Home, 
she heard for the �rst time that someone loved 
her.  That is our goal with every child we minister 
to.  Thank you to all of you that have made our 
ministry possible through your prayers and 
�nancial support!

Mandy

It was 1942, while World War ll was raging, when the Alabama Free Will 
Baptist State Association purchased land and began raising money to open 
the Children’s Home in Eldridge.  In September 1947 that dream became a 
reality as the Alabama FWB Children’s Home opened its doors and welcomed 
the �rst children.  Over the past 70 years the Home has provided a place of 
love and safety for just over 1000 children.

To commemorate the many years of ministry, the Home will host a 70th 
Anniversary Celebration on Saturday June 17th from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  It will be an old-fashioned picnic type 
day with games, laughter, hamburgers and hot dogs, and time with friends.  Former residents and sta� are certainly 
invited to join us along with supporters, donors, and friends of the ministry.  Come be a part of the day as we 
remember and rejoice in what God has done through FWB Children’s Home.

In many circumstances, when sibling groups 
need a place to call home, the children are 
separated from each other.  One of our 
Home’s advantages is the opportunity for 
same gender siblings to live in the same 
house, and for di�erent genders to live next 
door to each other.  Presently we have two 
groups with a brother and sister.  Then just last week, we welcomed three 
brothers to the Home.  Siblings coming to live here certainly requires the 
sta� to make adjustments, but for these children it means peace, security, 
and togetherness.

Thank You to churches in the 
Cahaba River Association for 
providing the funds for us to 
purchase a new 10 eye, 2 oven, 
Vulcan commercial stove for the 
Home’s kitchen.  Mrs. Ellen was all 
smiles and we all will bene�t from the generous gift.

New Stove

70Years
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Items Needed
Mayonnaise  

Vinegar    

Pickles/Olives

Can chicken / tuna  

Jelly   

Pancake mix/syrup

Oatmeal   

Cooking oil  

Cereal/pop-tarts

Salad dressings  

Can carrots  

Cranberry Sauce

Chips   

Snack Cakes  

Crackers (Saltine/Ritz)

Cheese/Crackers  

Peanut butter crackers 

Juices/Gatorade

Drinks   

Bread crumbs  

Chicken broth

Toilet tissue / Kleenex  

Brooms/Mops  

Bathroom Cleaners

Windex/Furniture polish 

Clorox   

Garbage bags (13/33gal)

Laundry Detergent 

Fabric Softner   

Dryer Sheets

Dishwasher detergent 

Pine-Sol  

Paper towels

Styro plates

16/20 oz. cups 

Plastic forks/spoons 

Batteries AA/AAA

Bath Towels/Wash Cloths

$75.00 meets a child’s snack and activity fee.  It 
is a great investment in a child’s life.  They get to 
experience so much through camp, and you can 
be a means for them to enjoy it.

Send a Child to Camp


