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Please Visit Us:
Website: www.fwbhome.org
Facebook: Alabama FWB Children’s Home
Email: admin@fwbhome.org

FREE WILL BAPTIST

Children’s 
Home 

15th Annual 

Eldridge Toy Run

December 2, 2017

“All roads lead to Eldridge 

the �rst Saturday in December!”

Mark Your Calendars and Make Your Plans: Benefit Singing

The Friendship Stateline Free Will Baptist Church will be 

hosting the 13th Annual Bene�t Singing for the Children’s 

Home on Saturday, October 21st.  A bu�et supper will be 

served from 5:00 – 6:30 pm and the singing will begin at 

7:00 pm.  The Friendship Stateline Church is located at 

13363 Stateline Road, Taft, TN (corner of Stateline and 

Old Railroad Bed Road).  Everyone is welcome to attend.   

A special o�ering will be received for the Home.

September / October 2017

Home “Providing a Loving Home
for Hurting Children.”HAPPENINGS

A Ministry of the Free Will Baptist Children’s Home

People often have questions about the Home and its ministry.  So we decided to include in this issue some Frequently 
Asked Questions with answers by our Executive Director, Mandy Mitchell.

What exactly does the Children’s Home do?  
We are a basic level home for children who, for numerous reasons, are not able to live with their family. 
     • Basic means that the child does not have serious issues that would require institutional type supervision (for example-aggression, 
        sexual acting out, psychotic issues, cruelty to animals, �re setting, etc.).  
     • Many of the children in our care have already been placed with other relatives and family friends because their parents could not take care 
       of them.  In most cases drugs are a major problem.
     • One of our goals is to make each child’s experience as much like living in a “normal” home as possible.  The children go to public school, 
       attend church, are able to participate in extracurricular events, church camp, and vacations with their house parents.  Children 
       also have  expectations of good behavior, respect for others, and the responsibility of chores.

How much does it cost to place a child at the Home?   There is no charge for a child to live at the Home.

         Where do our kids come from?
         We accept private referrals from any family that needs assistance.  Most of our children come from very 
         chaotic home environments.
              • In the last few years we have begun accepting children in DHR custody.  
              • We can take out-of-state referrals.

     What do I do if I want to discuss placing a child at the Home?
    It’s simple, just call or email Mandy Mitchell at 205-924-9751 or Amanda@fwbhome.org

What ages of children do you accept?  Age 6-17

How long do the children stay? Average stay is about 18 months.  As long as the child is doing well they are welcome 
to stay for as long as they need to.  Some have stayed for over 10 years.  

Are the children eligible for adoption? No they are not.

Can I sponsor a child to go home with me to visit during the summers or at holidays? No, due to liability reasons.

        What happens to the children after they leave the Home? Some of the children are able to be reunited with their families. If a child graduates,   
           there is the option of our Bridge Program.  The Bridge Program holds 3 apartments where former residents can go to live after they graduate if 
           they would like to have the support of the Home but also begin having independence.  Residents of the Bridge program are required to have a job.  

           What can you do?
                • Pray for the Home, our children, and sta�.  Prayer is the most important thing you can do for us!
                • Financial:  would you consider donating to the Home?  Either a one-time gift or monthly.  Credit card donations can be made through  
                   Paypal on our website.
                • Estate Planning:  Would you consider donating to the Home as part of your end-of-life planning?  This is a way for your family to be a part of 
                   what the Lord is doing at the Children’s Home for years to come.
                • Hands on: Would you like to visit the Home for a tour or to complete a ministry project?
              
               If you have other questions, please let me know.  We appreciate your faithful support.
                                       
                                                                                     Mandy
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Purpose
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home 
is a ministry of the Alabama State 
Association of FWB’s.  As a non-profit 
organization, FWBCH provides a 
loving, home-like, Christian 
atmosphere for children struggling 
with life’s challenges and turbulent 
domestic situations.  Our task is to 
help children hurt by life to find 
faith in God and enter adulthood as 
responsible Christian men and 
women with a purpose in life. 
 
The FWB Children’s Home Newsletter is 
published six times per year to keep 
friends informed of current activities, 
programs, and service. If you have any 
questions, suggestions, or comments, 
please contact us:

Free Will Baptist Children’s Home
P. O. Box 8 Eldridge, AL  35554
Mandy Mitchell, Executive Director
Danny Williams, Communication
Phone: 205-924-9751
Fax: 205-924-9574
Website: www.fwbhome.org
 
FWBCH does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, nationality, or 
ethnic origin.

Board of Directors
 
Rodney Yerby, Chairman 
Shelia Bynum
Donnie Blackmon 
Tim Baumgarten
Wayne Parker 
Waymon Fields 
Ray Ritch
Danny Williams

Memorial Gifts
Below are memorial contributions from July / August 2017. 
We thank all those who honor their loved ones in this special way. 

IN MEMORY             DONOR
Ann Harrison  David Harrison 
   Chris, Tori, Noah & Tucker Scott
   Tina & Scott Griffith

Earlene Coleman  Harmony FWB Church 

Bobby Gene Register  Lucy W. Pouncey

Lowell Wheeler  Tony & Kathy Taylor

Mr. Elmer Lynn
Laura Lee Lynn  Bonnie Lynn

Bernice Clingan  Hamilton FWB Church 

Billy Joe Crawford  Jackie Mixon

Miriam Shelley  New Zion FWB Auxiliary

Bob Madison  Jerry & Betty Atkins

Jimmy Aldridge  Valerie Beasley

Alice Green   Coleman & Marjorie Robertson

Tom Frazier  
Danny Ward  Cheryl Webb

Ben Jackson  Linda Floyd

IN HONOR            DONOR
James & Linda Shepherd Coleman & Marjorie Robertson

Mickey & Susan Barrentine Zion United Methodist Church

You may pay tribute to your loved one with a donation in their honor.  
Please include with your gift the information needed to notify the family. 
Recognition will also appear in the upcoming newsletter. 

We are actively looking for additional house parents to serve in our ministry.  Candidates should 
be spiritually mature and have a heart for children.  Experience in raising children, a willingness 
to continue learning, and �exibility in situations are desired characteristics.  If you, or if you 
know someone who is interested in investing in the lives of children and would like to know 
more about this position, please call Mandy at 205-924-9751.

• As of August 14th, all of our children have returned to school.  They attend 
the Carbon Hill and Win�eld school systems.  Some of them are already 
counting the days to Christmas break!

• The Home’s Board of Directors and Advisory Board will have their annual 
meeting on Saturday September 30th.

• Renovation of the Thorogood House continues.  No date has been set for the 
completion of the project, but we will announce when it is open for visitors.

The fall Harvest Drive has been an annual event for the Home since the 1960’s.  Over the years churches, businesses, organizations, and individuals have donated tons of food, cleaning, and 
paper products.  The drive is a major element in stocking our pantry and reducing our expenses.   It is also a wonderful way for folks to have a practical and more personal method of 
supporting our children.

In this issue of “Home Happenings” we have provided an extensive list of speci�c items we presently need.  We encourage you to join others in making this year’s drive a great success.  
Thank you for thinking of us.  Whatever you are able to give, it will de�nitely be appreciated!

Harvest Drive

Floor cleaner  
Pine-sol  
Mr. Clean erasers 
Glade plug-in re�lls 
Dryer sheets  
Wet wipes 
Clorox bleach  
Dishwasher detergent
HE laundry detergent 
Aluminum foil 
Saran wrap  
Styro bowls/divided 
     plates
Plastic forks / spoons 
Paper towels / napkins 
Toilet tissue 
Styro cups-16/20 oz.
Styro carry out plates 

Canned pears 
Fruit cocktail  
Peaches / pineapple
Apple sauce  
Green peas  
Lima beans  
Instant potatoes
Tuna/chicken  
Fried onions 
Chicken broth  
Black-eye peas
Manwich  
Cream of mushroom 
    soup  
Kelloggs pop tarts 
Peanut butter / jelly 
Pancake syrup   
   (reg-sugar free)  

BBQ sauce / hot sauce
Nature’s Seasoning 
Mustard / Mayo  / 
    Ketchup (family size) 
Marinade sauce
Cream of Chicken 
Cream of Celery 
Tomato soup  
Meatloaf / chili 
     seasoning
Flavored instant oats 
Cereal  
Cake mixes / frosting 
Brownie / cookie mixes
Pickles (spears / slices) 
Pam  
Lasagna/Egg noodles 
Elbow macaroni

Angel hair spaghetti 
Pop Corn Chips  
Salsa
Gatorade  
Co�ee / creamer  
Assorted snacks 
White gravy mix
Mac / cheese
Canned carrots  
Country Time lemonade
Cinnamon  
Nutmeg  
Garlic powder  
Taco / spaghetti 
     seasoning
Brown gravy mix
Tea / Kool-aid 
Brown sugar  

Spaghetti sauce / 
     noodles
Vegetable / Olive oil 
Canola oil 
Salad dressing  
Crystal light (Gallon / 
     individual)
Pudding (box / 
     individual) 
Chili  
Bread crumbs  
Pie �llings    
Can cheese  
Rotel
Saltine/ritz crackers 
Caprisuns  
Salt / pepper
Lemon juice  

Pizza sauce 
Minute/brown rice 
Tomatoes - can
Refried beans  
Juices  
Green / black olives 
White vinegar
Garlic / onion salt 
Rubbed sage 
Crushed red pepper 
Pancake mix
Body wash  
Face wash  
Deodorant  
Shampoo 
Hairspray
Shaving Cream

Hair brushes / combs 
Ponytail holders  
Socks   
Pens / mechanical 
     Pencils
Towels / Wash Cloths 
Dish Cloths 
Zip lock bags  
Fabric softner sheets
Sheets   
Clorox wipes 
Bathroom cleaners 
Clorox cleanup

Judy McKinney and four of our children 
represented the Home at the Annual 
Giveaway Luncheon for Nick’s Kids on 
August 2nd.  Nick’s Kids is a foundation 
for helping children, established by Nick 
& Terry Saban.  

Nick’s Kids

Thank you for supporting me �nancially and in prayer on my 
trip to Chicago this summer.  It was an experience that 
changed my life and drew me closer to Christ.  During E-TEAM, 
my team served by passing out �yers for VBS (13,000 �yers!), 
helping people move, doing the VBS, catering food for the 
sta� of a local elementary school, and helping an elderly lady 

of the church by cleaning her house.  The worship and prayer time with her was awesome.  Her 
prayer contained such love for us even though we were total strangers.  Her prayers were power-
ful as she prayed over us.  E-TEAM has really opened up my eyes to what the world is like outside 
of the Bible belt and taught what it means to be a true servant.  Once again, thank you for your 
�nancial support and your prayers.  It meant a lot to me to have the experience that has forever 
changed my life.   -Justin

Thank You! 
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Birthdays
Charity         9-4-03       

Ellen (sta�) 9-9

Judy (sta�) 9-18

Kaylei  9-19-02

Katrina (sta�) 9-21

Barb (sta�) 10-6

Barbara (sta�) 10-7

Duane  10-11-02

HHappy BBirthday! 

Hoope yyou havve a speciall day. Hoope you ha e a speciall day  


