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A Ministry of the Free Will Baptist Children’s Home

15 YEARS: GETTING BIGGER AND BETTER!
Hundreds of motorcycles, scores of antique automobiles, and over a thousand people will soon be headed our 
way for one of the highlights of the year.  On December 2nd they will arrive on our campus for the 15th Annual 
Eldridge Toy Run and Bene�t Ride.  Each year on the �rst Saturday in December we are privileged to experience 
a unique event along with friends from near and far.  You are invited to attend this year and be one of those 
friends.

It all started years ago when a few motorcycle riders got together and brought Christmas gifts for the children 
who lived at the Home.  The organizers’ hearts were warmed and they discussed how they could do more.  They 
formed a bene�t team, searched for sponsors, publicized, and networked.  As a result of their e�orts and the 
help from a host of volunteers, the bene�t has grown exponentially in attendance and in funds raised.  Every 
year the total sets a new record with last year’s bene�t totaling $100,000!

Lots of big hearted people – some on motorcycles and some in automobiles – will arrive at our campus in 
Eldridge.  When the rumble of the approaching groups of bikes is heard, the faces of the adults and children 
alike will reveal happiness and excitement.  The riders are welcomed with signs and smiles. 

All who attend are invited to enjoy the food provided. That food includes barbecue, stew, chili, chicken, 
sandwiches, and chips.  Soft drinks, co�ee, hot chocolate, and water are available in large supply.  While 
everyone enjoys the food, the bene�t team takes to the stage to recognize special sponsors and donors.
It is great fun watching the children open the presents delivered by Santa.

Just before the crowd heads home, the contribution total is announced.  While applause �lls the Faith Activity 
Center, our guests start leaving with a feeling of accomplishment and satisfaction.  They have been a part of 
something bigger than themselves.   

Why don’t you decide to come to Eldridge and bless the young people who live at the Home?  Spread the word; 
volunteer to help; encourage others to contribute; make a donation.  Be one of the reasons the 15th year is 
bigger and better.  In return you will receive a real blessing.
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Please Visit Us:
Website: www.fwbhome.org
Facebook: Alabama FWB Children’s Home
Email: admin@fwbhome.org

FREE WILL BAPTIST
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15th Annual 

Eldridge Toy Run

December 2, 2017

“All roads lead to Eldridge 

the �rst Saturday in December!”

Mark Your Calendars and Make Your Plans: Tier Supporters

Gold Supporters: $1,000 and up

Company or personal name on website
Name on screen at Friday night supper
Name on screen at Saturday event
Name announced at Saturday event
Name in local newspapers that will publish (DM Eagle
   Journal Record, Times Record, NW Alabamiam, 
   Northport Gazette, Tuscaloosa News, etc.)
Name announced on Hamilton, AL, Channel 8 cable
Frameable certificate to display at business or home

Silver Supporters: $500 to $999

Company or personal name on website
Name on screen at Friday night supper
Name on screen at Saturday event

Bronze Supporters: $250 to $499

Company or personal name on website



Purpose
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home 
is a ministry of the Alabama State 
Association of FWB’s.  As a non-profit 
organization, FWBCH provides a 
loving, home-like, Christian 
atmosphere for children struggling 
with life’s challenges and turbulent 
domestic situations.  Our task is to 
help children hurt by life to find 
faith in God and enter adulthood as 
responsible Christian men and 
women with a purpose in life. 
 
The FWB Children’s Home Newsletter is 
published six times per year to keep 
friends informed of current activities, 
programs, and service. If you have any 
questions, suggestions, or comments, 
please contact us:

Free Will Baptist Children’s Home
P. O. Box 8 Eldridge, AL  35554
Mandy Mitchell, Executive Director
Danny Williams, Communication
Phone: 205-924-9751
Fax: 205-924-9574
Website: www.fwbhome.org
 
FWBCH does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, nationality, or 
ethnic origin.

Board of Directors
 
Rodney Yerby, Chairman 
Shelia Bynum
Donnie Blackmon 
Tim Baumgarten
Wayne Parker 
Waymon Fields 
Ray Ritch
Danny Williams

DIRECTOR’S DESK
Mandy Mitchell

Memorial Gifts
Below are memorial contributions from September/October 2017. 
We thank all those who honor their loved ones in this special way. 

IN MEMORY             DONOR
Charles Trammell  Martha Trammell

Stancel Hallman  Cheryl Webb & Family

Rev. Elzie Gilliam   Joe & Celia Yerby

Carlotte Stripling
Cathrine Cannon  Peggy Sansing

Michele Taylor Taggert  Burgess & Pat Taylor

Red Keeton   Mt. Vernon Baptist Fisherman 1 Class

Dwayne Thrasher  Mt. Paran Baptist Church 

Lottie Faye Peacock  Perry Ellis

Robert L. McWhirter
Ken R. Smith  Willie Mae McWhirter Smith 

You may pay tribute to your loved one with a donation in their honor.  
Please include with your gift the information needed to notify the family. 
Recognition will also appear in the upcoming newsletter. 

Christmas at the Children’s Home is always very special.  With the 
exception of one child, this will be the �rst Christmas that our residents 
have spent at the Children’s Home.  Thanks to many of you, Christmas is 
an exciting time here.  The Toy Run kicks o� our holiday season, as always 
the �rst Saturday in December.  To everyone who attends, the roar of 
hundreds of motorcycles entering our campus is so very special.  It is very 
heartwarming to see the hundreds, and some years thousands, people 
making the trip to Eldridge because they care about our ministry.  Then 

there are those who send gifts or arrange to have Christmas parties on campus-we cannot thank 
you enough for the generosity of your time and gifts.  We thank you for understanding that this 
Christmas will be di�cult for many of our residents.  Even though they do not come from the best 
of circumstances, almost every one of them will be wishing that they were home with their families 
on Christmas Day.  A few will have the opportunity to go home for the holidays but most will not.  
Please say a special prayer for these children, who will be separated from their loved ones on what 
should be the happiest day of the year for them.  Again, thank you for your faithful support for our 
ministry, we could not do it without you!

We truly appreciate groups that come to our campus 
and spend time with our residents or accomplish 
work projects.  Recent work teams included 3M in 
Guin and Mid-State Petroleum.  Mid-State gave us 8 
person teams on two separate days.  3M provided a 
group of 14 on a Saturday.  The Northport FWB 
Church sponsored the “Fall Olympics”, an event they 
have done for the last few years.  The kids love it … 
the adults do, too.

Skip Sutton has been named as an Ambassador 
for the Home.  The role of the Ambassador is to 
represent our ministry as a volunteer at club 
meetings, church services, and organization 
meetings.  Skip, who owns a plumbing 
business, is a member of the Shiloh FWB Church in Gordo, AL.  He has several 
years of experience as a Gideon speaker.  He is excited to share the information 
and stories about the Home.  If you are interested in Skip coming to your 
meeting or church, contact us at the Home (205) 924-9751 or email
 gina@fwbhome.org

HOME AMBASSADOR

HOME NEWS    HOME NEWS    HOME NEWS

The Home is searching for an individual to serve as a 
counselor and be part of the administrative leadership 
team.  Quali�cations require the individual to be a 
licensed counselor with at least a couple of years 
experience preferred.  Interested applicants should 
contact Mandy at Amanda@fwbhome.org 

Seventeen of our young 
people have been 
playing soccer in the 
local city league.  For 
most of our children, 
this was their �rst time 
to play soccer and 
certainly the �rst time 
in a league.  Our 
residents were in three 
di�erent age groups.

Christmasat Our Home

Yes, Christmas is quickly approaching.  It will be 
here soon and in the meantime excitement will 
begin to grow in the heart of our young people.      
                             You, our friends, help make that 
                                  possible.  Each year our 
                             supporters through gifts, visits,  
                                parties and cards share the joy of 
                              the season with our children.

We look forward to seeing many familiar faces and welcoming new friends into 
our family.  If you are interested in participating in “Christmas at the Home”, 
contact Gina by calling the o�ce or e-mailing her at gina@fwbhome.org.  She 
will be glad to provide any information you may need.  Thanks for making 
Christmas special for our children.

BIRTHDAYS

Chance    11-21-03
Devon    11-21-06
Gina (Sta�)   11-22
Holly    11-30-06
Blaine (sta� child)   12-3-13

Happy Birthday! 

Hope you have a 

special day.  

For unto us a child is born, unto us 
a son is given .... Isaiah 9:6 [ [


