BIRTHDAYS
Matthew
Dick (staff)
Howard
Emma

1-07-09
1-31
2- 7
22-15-08
15 08

Happy Birthday!
Hope you have a
special
p
day.

4 Ways You Can Be Involved!
Pray for the Home, our children, and staff.
Prayer is the most important thing you
can do for us!
Financial: Would you consider donating to
the Home? Either a one-time gift or monthly.
Credit card donations can be made through
Paypal on our website.
Estate Planning: Would you consider
donating to the Home as part of your
end-of-life planning? This is a way for your
family to be a part of what the Lord is doing
at the Children’s Home for years to come.

HONOR ROLL
Angel
Shaylan
Duane
Alexis
Kaylynn

Justin
Marcus
Brandon
Elly

Well Done!
We are proud
of you!

A visit to the Home for a tour or to complete
a ministry project is a great option. Call our
office and we will be happy to discuss this
with you.

HomeHAPPENINGS
A Ministry of the Free Will Baptist Children’s Home

Can You Believe It?

The Eldridge Toy Run and Benefit Ride marked its 15th year with an absolutely amazing
day. On the established “1st Saturday in December”, God provided good weather and
then blessed all the planning and hard work with extraordinary results. It is hard to
believe how wonderful this day is unless you are present and can see for yourself.
Motorcycles from all over the Southeast began arriving to the applause and welcoming
waves of the children, staff, volunteers, and guests. One rider came from as far as Las
Vegas, NV. By the time the event was over, over 800 motorcycles and about 2,000 people
had been on the Home’s campus, resulting in record breaking numbers. In addition,
more antique and show cars were on display than any year previous.
Thanks to generous donors and supporters, everyone was able to eat a delicious lunch
served in the Lambert Building. Souvenirs and merchandise were available for purchase.
The program was held in the Faith Activity Center directed by Phil Frye. The favorite
motorcycle and car show winners selected by the children were announced. Of course,
the much anticipated arrival of Santa was enjoyed by the children. One of the highlights
of the day was watching them opening presents.
Naturally, before leaving, folks wanted to know the amount of money raised. What a
thrill to hear the announcement of $97,000. The donations have continued to come in
and as of press time the total was up to $107,000 – another record, exceeding last year
by about $7,000.

Website: www.fwbhome.org
Facebook: Alabama FWB Children’s Home
Email: admin@fwbhome.org

Please Visit Us:

The Eldridge Benefit is one of the most successful fundraising events in the entire
region. Many thanks and credit go to the Benefit team for their leadership. In addition,
every person, church, business, and organization who donates or participates as one of
the sponsors deserves recognition. We do not want to forget all the volunteers who
gave of their time and energy to fill a spot for the event.
One attendee remarked, “It is hard to believe something this big takes place in Eldridge,
AL.” When one of the children was asked what she thought about the Toy Run she
replied, “WOW!” Both sentiments, no doubt, reflect the feelings of many who attend.
You don’t have to take our word for it. Join us next year and see for yourself.

Return Service Requested

Thank
You!
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Purpose
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home
is a ministry of the Alabama State
Association of FWB’s. As a non-profit
organization, FWBCH provides a
loving, home-like, Christian
atmosphere for children struggling
with life’s challenges and turbulent
domestic situations. Our task is to
help children hurt by life to find
faith in God and enter adulthood as
responsible Christian men and
women with a purpose in life.
The FWB Children’s Home Newsletter is
published six times per year to keep
friends informed of current activities,
programs, and service. If you have any
questions, suggestions, or comments,
please contact us:

Happy New Year from the staff and children at the Home! 2017 was a
great year for the Home and we hope that you will pray with us that 2018
will be even better. One thing we have seen over the last couple of years
is that we are working with more and more kids each year. This means
we are having more opportunities to make a lasting impact on the lives
of hurting children. If you don’t already, would you please join us in
prayer for the children we have and the children that will cross our paths
in the next year? Please also remember our staff, especially our house parents, who have a difficult
job. So that you can know how to pray for us, I have outlined below some of our house parents
biggest challenges.
Having to start from square one with a child. Many have never been taught manners, hygiene,
or how to do simple chores. Many have never had rules or any type of expectations.
Knowing how to best meet the spiritual needs of each child. Most have had very little church
background.
Having to deal with a child who resents the help and teachings that we try to provide.
Having to watch our residents leave when we believe it is not a good situation.
Trying to be fair in parenting while learning how to relate to each individual child that has
been raised in completely different situations.

Free Will Baptist Children’s Home
P. O. Box 8 Eldridge, AL 35554
Mandy Mitchell, Executive Director
Danny Williams, Communication
Phone: 205-924-9751
Fax: 205-924-9574
Website: www.fwbhome.org
FWBCH does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, nationality, or
ethnic origin.

Struggling, like many parents, with the question of, “Am I doing this right?”

In the midst of the challenges there are also very encouraging rewards. The most rewarding
experience is when we are able to experience a child accepting Christ as their Savior. Then to watch
them choose to grow spiritually and follow the example of Christ. Another reward is gaining the
children’s trust and respect. Gaining the trust of some of our residents is difficult; they have been
failed by many over their short years. Most eventually learn that even we will disappoint them at
times, but even then we still love them and will be a constant in their lives.
Thank you as always for your love and support for our ministry.

Welcome

Memorial Gifts
Below are memorial contributions from November/December 2017.
We thank all those who honor their loved ones in this special way.

It is our pleasure to welcome James and Brittany
Webb to our staff as house parents. The Webbs,
who are from Marion County, AL, started their
ministry November 1st. Having completed their
orientation and training, they assumed the
responsibility of the Shelton Cottage which
houses our younger girls.
James was raised in Yampertown (Twin) and
graduated from Marion County High School. He received an Associate degree in
English from Bevil State Community College. Prior to his coming to the Home, he
managed the Melting Pot for five years and most recently was employed by
Marathon in Vernon, AL. James loves all kinds of sports and even coaches youth
basketball and baseball.
Brittany grew up in Guin and also graduated from Marion County High School.
She worked as a CNA for four years; the last facility was Kemp Meadows Assisted
Living in Winfield. She loves sports as well, especially softball.
The Webbs came to us as members of the Winfield FWB Church. They serve as
youth workers at the church for the Wednesday night teen class. They have
three children: Gracious (14), Jameson (13), and Adileigh (10).
In explaining what brought them to FWBCH, they acknowledged a desire to be
involved in ministry. They also expressed a strong love for children led them to
consider this role. Their first weeks as house parents were baptism by
fire…strep throat and the flu swept through the cottage. We are glad they
endured that trial.
Brittany commented on what is really important in this work, “It is so rewarding
to watch these girls come to know Christ and to hear them pray in sincerity and
with simplicity!” Please lift the Webbs up in prayer as they work with the girls
God brings to them.

Mandy

Board of Directors
Rodney Yerby, Chairman
Shelia Bynum
Donnie Blackmon
Tim Baumgarten
Wayne Parker
Waymon Fields
Danny Williams

Christmas Time

The Christmas season was a wonderful experience around the Home. There were lots of
lights, decorations, and parties to enjoy. Our Home Christmas party provided good food
and competition. It also gave us the opportunity for the staff and residents to focus on the
first Christmas gift, Jesus. Then there were the churches and organizations that brought
gifts throughout the month of December. We are so grateful for the generosity of these
friends. They truly make Christmas special for our children. It seems so inadequate, but
THANK YOU!

ITEMS NEEDED
Cream of Chicken
Cream of Mushroom
Cream of celery
Coffee
Salad Dressings
Tomato Sauce
Chili
Oatmeal
Cereal

Sugar
Pancake Mix
Cooking Spray
Can fruit
Washing Detergent
Clorox
Fabric Softner
Paper Towels
Cleaning Supplies

Zip lock baggies
Foil
Gravy mixes
Chili seasoning
Taco seasoning
Spaghetti seasoning

IN MEMORY

DONOR

Bobby Howell
Lottie Faye Peacock
Thomas L. Barton
Samuel Tracy Owens
Jerry Evans
Rev. M. H. Hollis

Mr. & Mrs. Coley Mathis
Jerry & Charlotte Halstead

Opal Flannagin
Charles Norwood
Martha Everett Wilson
Martha Simmons
Brenda Connell Sternburg
Venita Vetrano
Travis Hyche
Joe & Jane Burkett
Calvin Edgil
Kathy Tidwell Norman
Vertie Miles Johnson
Larry Hollis

Billy R. “Bo” Miller
Marilyn Wilson
Jimmie Kuykendall
Tommy Guyton
Rev. & Mrs. L. B. Steele
Josh Smith
Phillip “Mayor” Jones
Charles Norwood
Randy Rutkosky
Jim Spruiell
Rushton & Lorie McNeise
Wesley & Geneva Pugh
Martha Hugh Fowler
Ivan K. Hill
Harry & Pat Rodgers
Bobby Mitchell
Charles Norwood
Minnie Ely Clark
Joyce S Nickerson
Randy Rutkosky
Arthur Gene Cantrell
Harding & Frankie McDonald
Rev. Randy Wright
Charles Norwood
Joyce P. Chappelear
Snooks Bynon
Glenda & Jeffrey Johnson
Rev. & Mrs. Bill George

Browning & Deborah Riggs
8 Ball Memorial Ride
Don & Jackie Waldon, Burma Jordan
Vernon 1st FWB Ladies SS Class,
David Harrison, Jean DuBose & Family,
Zadus & Martha Turner,
Chris, Tori, Noah & Tucker Scott,
Tina & Scott Griffith
Michael & Carolyn McDonald

Cheryl Webb & Family
David & Brenda Edgil
Mrs. Betty Lambert
Gloria Parvin
Larry Warren Family, Donald & Gwen Rice,
Mr. & Mrs. William Stripling,
Joe & Jane Chance, Faye Turner &
Family, Petey Ellis Automotive,
Jackie Auerbach, Johnie Suchey,
Myra Noble, Evelyn Gilchrist,
Suzette Gilchrist & Family, Dee Caldwell
Zadus & Martha Turner
A Friend, Janice Kuykendall
Kristen & Brent Hall, Guyton Engraving
Ronald & Virginia Morton
Peggy Akridge
Gintown Lowlife Society
John & Charlene Powell
Billy & Nell Sizemore
Harold & Lorene McNeise
Cy Christian & Family
The Citizens Bank of Winfield
Judy & Lyndell Aldridge
Joan Mitchell

Don Norwood
Fletcher Clark
Stephen Chappelear
Robert & Gail Fayet
Frankie Henslee

IN HONOR

DONOR

Lynn Davis
Rev. & Mrs Kenneth Bishop
Homer & Joanne Beaty
Dean & Shilo Goodman
Joan Sellers

Danny & Dinah Atkinson
Paul & Karon Bishop
Ronnie & Donna Smith
LeeAnna Makhloufi Family

You may pay tribute to your loved one with a donation in their honor.
Please include with your gift the information needed to notify the family.
Recognition will also appear in the upcoming newsletter.

