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WHAT IS IT LIKE BEHIND THAT DOOR?
That question goes through the mind of a child when he approaches the house where
he is to live for the next unspecified time. It makes little difference if it is the door to a
family member’s house, a foster home, a group home, or a temporary shelter, that new
door brings apprehension and fear. Will he find a place of anger and neglect or a place
of love and laughter? Will he find behind that door a warm, sincere smile that welcomes
him or a cold, indifferent stare that tolerates him? He might allow himself to wish this
door leads to a place of peace and safety – a real home.
The children who come to live at the FWB Children’s Home have those thoughts, too.
Our ministry has focused on providing a loving home for hurting children since 1947.
When these children enter the door to one of our four houses, we want them to find a
home, not an institution. We make an intentional effort to demonstrate the difference
the love of Christ makes.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
17th Annual
Eldridge Toy Run

DECEMBER 7, 2019

“All roads lead to
Eldridge the first Saturday
in December!”

Recently some of the Home’s house parents shared with me some of the things they do
to make “the Home, a home.”
• Decorate the house to be warm and inviting; display photographs of the children
• Allow the children to participate in decorating their bedrooms
• Eat meals together; talk around the table
• Plan and go on vacations or day trips as a family
• Give responsibilities to everyone in the house; develop life skills
• Spend time with each child; listen to them
• Have celebrations for occasions such as holidays, birthdays, good report cards, etc.
• Allow the children to participate in school activities like sports and music; attend
the activities
• Involve the children in the house parent’s biological family
• Provide consistent structure and discipline
• Read the Bible and pray as a family every day; attend and participate in
church faithfully
• Love the children like our Heavenly Father loves us; tell them, “I love you!”
Please pray for our house parents. Ask the Lord to enable them to provide a loving,
Christian home that every child needs. It is our hope every child who enters our doors
will be thankful for what they find on the other side.
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Many of the
young people
we work
with at the
Children’s
Home
have started
down very
dangerous
paths when
they should
still be playing
with Barbies
and Leggos.

“Our past is not carved in stone”- this is a thought-provoking
quote I came across recently. If this quote were true, it would lead
us to believe that we could change our past or rewrite history.
This we know is impossible, no matter how much we sometimes
wish otherwise. What I take it to mean is that our past does not
have to define us or predict our future. What a relief that is!
This brings to mind a young lady I have come in contact with
recently. At a young age she has made poor choices that could
lead to very devastating consequences. She has chosen to start
a path that leads to darkness-and she knows it.
It was heart-breaking to look at a beautiful young lady and see
her hopelessness. She had ideas on things she could do to
improve her situation but no idea if she could. She was afraid
that her meager efforts would not be enough to stop the tunnel
she was spiraling down.

BACK TO

S C HOOL
Our friends simply out
did themselves in their
response to our request
for school supplies and fees.
We received many items
and money for our
children’s school expenses
again this year.
What a BLESSING!
We appreciate you!

She is right, her efforts might not be enough. That is why I am so
thankful that we serve a God who is all powerful and is not willing
to leave us in our sin if we will only cry out for help and rely on
Him to lift us up.
Many of the young people we work with at the Children’s Home
have started down very dangerous paths when they should still be
e
playing with Barbies and Leggos. This is what they have seen their
parents do, what more do they know about the potential that their
young lives could have? That is what we do here at the Children’s
Home, we show a child the possibilities. The possibility that they
can have a family to sit down with every night. That the police and
other authority figures are not their enemies. That there is a
community of Christians at their disposal who want to love and
help them. We want them to see that the Lord has a plan for their
life, and that is for their good and His glory.
And that no matter what they have done, their past is not carved
in stone. They do not have to be who they were yesterday.
That it is their choice-that life does not happen to them,
they make life happen.

PUR P OS E
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home is a ministry of the Alabama State Association of FWB’s. As a non-profitt organization, FWBCH
provides a loving, home-like, Christian atmosphere for children struggling with life’s challenges and turbulent
ulent domestic situations.
Our task is to help children hurt by life to find faith in God and enter adulthood as responsible Christian men and women with a
purpose in life.
The FWB Children’s Home Newsletter is published six times per year to keep friends informed of current
activities, programs, and service. If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, please contact us.
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home, P. O. Box 8 Eldridge, AL 35554
Mandy Mitchell, Executive Director | Danny Williams, Communication
Phone: 205-924-9751 | Fax: 205-924-9574 | Website: www.fwbhome.org
FWBCH does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, nationality, or ethnic origin.
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A WORD
FROM JU S TIN

MEMOR IAL GIFTS

During the month of July, I had the
opportunity to be a part of a conference
called Truth and Peace. I joined 146
other students for ten days of leadership
training and preparation to work as staff
for the National Association of
Free Will Baptists Convention.
During the training the leaders poured
the Word of God and leadership skills into us. We also learned
about our personality type and how that plays a major role in
how teams work together. A couple of my favorite parts of the
training was the concert of prayer and the morning of solitude
because they gave me opportunities to really stop, listen, and
talk to God. One of the staff members, Cameron Lane, told of
the crucifixion from a physical therapist medical view. It really
impacted my life. I have come home with a whole new outlook
im
and more life-long friends than I can count.. Thank you for your
an
support and please pray for me as I begin my journey as a
su
college student.
co

Below are memorial contributions from July/August
2019. We thank all those who honor their loved ones in
this special way.

IN MEMORY

DONOR

Arlis Barksdale

New Prospect Bible Church
George & Kathy Henry,
Rita Hopkins
James & Carolyn Boone
James & Janet Wilson

Barry Sims

Dusty, Molly,
Lane & Anna Sims

Robert L. McWhirter
Ken R. Smith

Willie Mae McWhiter Smith

Kenneth Blalock, Sr.
John Blalock
Oscar Skelton

Mrs. Martha Blalock Family

Linda Aldridge Ouellette

Rodger Bennett,
Carolyn Rice
Bernice Posey,
Leslie Aldridge

HOM E N EWS
H

Lisa Tatum

✔ Judy McKinney, relief houseparent,
t,
and three of our children represented
nted
the Home at the annual luncheon
n for
NICK’S KIDS on August 1, 2019. KIDS
DS is a foundation for
helping children established by Nick
ick and Terry Saban.
✔ The Home’s Board of Directors and
d Advisory Board will have
their annual meeting on Saturday, October 5th at the Home
with a 9:00 a.m. start.
✔ If your church or organization would be interested in having
a Home representative come and share with you about our
ministry, please give us a call (205-924-9751) and we will be
glad to schedule a time. It is always a privilege to meet our
many supporters in person and to share what God is doing.

SMILE
Hope you will take advantage of this new way to support the Home.
You can shop our Charity Shopping List on Amazon Smile and have
needed donated items shipped directly to us!
https://smile.amazon.com/.../NHZU14NOO.../re=smi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl

Jimmy Robertson
Jimm

Guin Volunteer Fire Dept.

Buddy Wilson
Bud

Frances Wilson

Delane McCluskey
Dela

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Courington

Joe McDonald
Fannie Mae Martin
Fann

Cheryl Webb Family

Rev. James Cook

Kenneth & Bobbye Riggs

Carey Pickett
C

Faye Lovelady

Bobby Kimbrell

Central Walker County
Coon Hunters

Myrtle Sticher
Gail Roberts

Jerry & Betty Atkins

Hicks Family Twins

The Solid Rock Church

IN HONOR

DONOR

Jerry Montgomery

Ed, Teresa, Ty & Kayla Cooper

You may pay tribute to your loved one with a donation
in their honor. Please include with your gift the
information needed to notify the family. Recognition
will also appear in the upcoming newsletter.

Happy Birday!

H O P E Y O U H AV E A S P E C I A L D AY .

Ellen (staff), 9/ 9 | Dalton, 9/10/07 | Judy (staff), 9/18 | Katrina (staff), 9/21 | Koda, 10/ 2/05 | Barb (staff), 10/ 6
Jameson, 10/ 7/04 | Duane, 10/11/02 | Princess, 10/23/09 | Daniel, 10/24/07 | Preston, 10/30/06

Harvest Dri ve
The fall Harvest Drive has been an annual
event for the Home since the 1960’s.
Over the years churches, businesses,
organizations, and individuals have
donated tons of food, cleaning and paper
products. The drive is a major element
in stocking our pantry and reducing
our expenses. It is also a wonderful way
for folks to have a practical and more
personal method of supporting
our children.
In this issue of “Home Happenings” we
have provided an extensive list of specific
items we presently need. We encourage
you to join others in making this year’s
drive a great success. Thank you for
thinking of us. Whatever you are able to
give, it will definitely be appreciated!

Green Beans
Sweet Peas
BBQ sauce
Lima Beans
Tomato Sauce
Rotel/Chili
Cream of Chicken
Tuna/Chicken
Manwich
Pinto Beans
Chili/Taco Seasoning
Chicken broth
Cream of Celery
Tea/Coffee
Juices/kool-aid
Black-eye peas
Creamer
Splenda/Equal
Brownie/Cookie Mix
Cream of Mushroom
Salt/Pepper
garlic/onion/sage
cooking oil/spray
Peanut Butter/Jelly
Pizza sauce
Minute Rice
Refried Beans
Brown Gravy mix
Pudding
Pop Corn
Gatorade

Country Time Lemonade
Elbow Macaroni
Lasagna/Egg noodles
Saltine/ritz crackers
Lemon Juice
Confection Sugar
Cereal/Pop Tarts
Snacks/Chips
Canned pears
Apple Sauce
Peaches/pineapple
Fruit Cocktail
Cranberry Sauce
Cake Mixes/Frosting
Brownie/Cookie Mixes
Pancake mix/syrup
Pickles(spears/slices)
Green/Black Olives
Nature’s Seasoning
Mustard/mayo
Ketchup
Brown Sugar/Sugar
Salad Dressing
Styro Plates/cups/bowls
Plastic forks/spoons
Straws/Forks/Spoons
Dish Detergent
Dishwasher Detergent
Washing Detergent
Bathroom Cleaners
Window cleaner

Clorox
Dryer Sheets
Fabrice Softner
Vinegar
SOS pads/Magic erasers
Garbage bags (all sizes)
Ziplock bags(qt/gal)
Plastic Wrap/Foil
Paper Towels/Napkins
Kleenex
Toilet tissue
Wet Wipes
Glade plug-in refills
Awesome Orange Floor
Cleaner
Body Wash
Face Wash
Deodorant
Shampoo/Conditioner
Hairspray
Shaving Cream
Hair brushes/combs
Ponytail holders
Socks
Pens/mechanical pencils
Clorox Wipes
Towels/Wash cloths
Sheets/Pillows
Dish cloths
Dish towels
Batteries

E-mail us at: admin@fwbhome.org
Join us on Facebook: Alabama FWB Children’s Home
Please visit us at our website: www.fwbhome.org
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