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THEY ARE COMING!
TOP FIVE
THINGS TO
ENJOY AT THE

ELDRIDGE
TOY RUN
F

Watching and
welcoming the
bikers as they ride
in together.

E

Eating with old
and new friends.

D

The announcement
of the amount
raised.

C

The smiles of the
children receiving
their gifts.

B

The "warm" feeling
deep down in your
heart knowing you
made a difference
in a child's life.

Hundreds of motorcycles, scores of antique cars, and thousands of people will be
headed our way for one of the highlights of the year. On December 7th they will arrive
on our campus for the 17th Annual Eldridge Toy Run and Benefit Ride. Each year on the
first Saturday in December we are privileged to experience a unique event along with
friends from near and far. You are invited to attend this year and be one of those friends.
It all started years ago when a few motorcycle riders got together and brought Christmas
gifts for the children who lived at the Home. The organizers' hearts were touched and
they discussed how they could do more. They formed a benefit team to provide the
leadership for the effort. They searched for sponsors, published the events, and
networked with bike groups all over the southeast U.S. As a result of this hard work
and the help from a host of volunteers, the benefit ride has grown exponentially in
attendance and in funds raised. The total income for the benefit has been over
$100,000 for the last three years.
Why don't you come be a part of this wonderful day? Spread the word; volunteer to
help; make a contribution; encourage others to donate. We are confident you will be
blessed by the event.
Can you hear the rumble? Can you see the smiles of the residents?
They are coming...will you help them be a blessing to our Home.
Visit fwbhome.org for more information.
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We would
greatly
appreciate
your prayers,
so many of
our residents
are hurting
in ways
they don’t
understand,
and the
Holiday
season can
hurt even
more.

O R D E R YO UR S TO DAY

“The Holidays are upon us once again, which seems especially unreal
since it was not too long ago 100 degrees here! As magical a time the
Holidays are for most children, it is one of the toughest times of the
year for our residents. Their thoughts are not focused on that gift at
the top of their wish list. At a young age they have learned a tough
lesson-presents do not mean near as much as the ability to be with
your family. It is the people we love that make our memories fond and
our hearts full.
Before Christmas last year one of my own children came to me with a
big concern-he was very afraid he wasn’t going to get the hover board
he so desperately wanted. Christmas would then be ruined, according to
him. Of course, I gave the expected Christian reminder that Jesus is the
reason for the season. I also wanted him to see how blessed he was to
have a good home and family to spend the Holiday with, which is easy
for us to take for granted. I explained that almost every child at the
Children’s Home would be willing to give up everything on their
Christmas lists to be able to be with their family, even for just that day.
I don’t say all this to bring about sympathy for our residents. The Holiday
season is a great time at the Home starting with the Toy Run, then
Christmas parties and gift exchanges, lots of hot chocolate and
Christmas lights. Every resident house is decorated inside and out
with all the children helping. I’m sure you can imagine, many of our
residents are much better off being here, than where they could be, and
I believe they know that. But there is still something missing for them.
We would greatly appreciate your prayers, so many of our residents are
hurting in ways they don’t understand, and the Holiday season can
hurt even more. Some of our children are able to visit their families,
yet there are some who have no idea even where their parents are.
Thanks to many of you, our children are spoiled at Christmas and
receive most, if not all, they ask for on their lists. For this we are so
thankful for our supporters who are willing to give in these ways, who
make it their goal to put a smile on a child’s face. We pray that your
Holiday season is merry and that you are able to be surrounded by
those you love.

THE CHILDREN'S HOME
NOW HAS

T-Shirts

Would you like to help in
promoting the Home
by getting one?
With a donation of $10 we will
ship you one, $5 for locals who
want to stop by and get theirs.
Locate the donate button on
our website, fwbhome.org.
Just put what size and color
shirt you want, along with your
address, in the note section.
You can also send your
donation by mail to
PO Box 8, Eldridge, AL 35555.
For this first order we have sizes
adult M-2XL, if we don't have
your size let us know and we
will get it on the next order.
The green and red are soft spun
cotton while the Navy are the
regular 50/50 cotton/poly.
They have been very popular,
and we would love for
you to have one.

PUR P OS E
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home is a ministry of the Alabama State Association of FWB’s. As a non-profit organization, FWBCH
provides a loving, home-like, Christian atmosphere for children struggling with life’s challenges and turbulent domestic situations.
Our task is to help children hurt by life to find faith in God and enter adulthood as responsible Christian men and women with a
purpose in life.
The FWB Children’s Home Newsletter is published six times per year to keep friends informed of current
activities, programs, and service. If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, please contact us.
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home, P. O. Box 8 Eldridge, AL 35554
Mandy Mitchell, Executive Director | Ralinda Aspey, Counselor | Danny Williams, Communication
Phone: 205-924-9751 | Fax: 205-924-9574 | Website: www.fwbhome.org
FWBCH does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, nationality, or ethnic origin.

B OARD OF DI R EC TOR S
Rodney Yerby, Chairman
Shelia Bynum | Donnie Blackmon
Tim Baumgarten | Wayne Parker
Joey Pettis | Waymon Fields
Danny Williams

N E E D TO K NOW M ORE?

MEMOR IAL GIFTS

If your church or organization would be interested in having a
Home representative come and share with you about our ministry,
please give us a call (205) 924-9751 and we will be glad to schedule
a time. It is always our privilege to meet our many supporters in
person and to share what God is doing.

Below are memorial contributions from September/
October 2019. We thank all those who honor their
loved ones in this special way.

IN MEMORY

DONOR

Callene Noblett

YOUR S UP PORT M A KES
CO N S TRU CTION POS S IB L E
Our on-going project to construct an addition on three of our four
resident homes is nearing completion. A bedroom and bathroom
that would meet the needs of a child with disabilities or provide
a room downstairs for a child with an illness was the purpose
for the addition. The fourth resident home was originally built
with such a room. The funds to do this project were
made available to the Home through private grants.
The completion of the project is set for
November 1st.

Flora Baccus

Cheryl Webb Family

Kenneth “Snooks” Bynon

Robert & Gail Fayet

Michele Taylor Taggart

Joe & Pat Taylor

Edward Wells
Barry Banks

Jerry & Betty Atkins

Hicks Family Twins

The Solid Rock Church

Carey Pickett

Faye Lovelady

Joe Deavours
Jerry Crump

Frances Wilson,
Julie Pittman
Scott Wilson

Frank Barron

Regina Barron

Fred D. Nichols

Billy Gober

Connie Sweigart

Edward, Jennifer,
Joshua & Sydney

Jimmy Robertson

Dale & Vikki Dodd

Bobby Howell

Mr. & Mrs. Coley Mathis

Dwayne Thrasher

Mt. Paran Baptist Church
Family & Friends

You may pay tribute to your loved one with a
donation in their honor. Please include with your
gift the information needed to notify the family.

H ON O R ROLL
WELL DONE!

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK.
TY

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS AND
MAKE YOUR PLANS
17th Annual
Eldridge Toy Run
DECEMBER 7, 2019

LEVI
BROOKLIN
SHAUN
MIKA
KODA
PRESTON

Newsletter.

Happy Birday!

H O P E Y O U H AV E A S P E C I A L D AY .

DANIEL

AIDEN

Recognition will also appear in the upcoming

“All roads lead to
Eldridge the first Saturday
in December!”

Gracious

11- 4-03

Brooklin

11- 7-07

Mika

11- 8-05

Gina(Staff)

11-22

Holly

11-30-06

Brittany (Staff)

12- 2

Ishmael

12-19-03

Christmas
AT OUR HOME

Yes, Christmas is quickly approaching. It will be here
soon and in the meantime excitement will begin to
grow in the heart of our young people. You, our friends,
help make that possible. Each year our supporters
through gifts, visits, parties and cards share the joy of
th
the season with our children.
W
We look forward to seeing many familiar faces and
w
welcoming new friends into our family. If you are
in
interested in participating in “Christmas at the Home”,
c
contact Gina by calling the office or e-mailing her at
g
gina@fwbhome.org. She will be glad to provide any
in
information you may need. Thanks for making
C
Christmas special for our youth.

Here's an easy, convenient way to help support our Home:
Order items through the Amazon Smile link, and we'll
receive a portion of the purchase price. You can even
view our wish list and have items shipped to us directly.
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/NHZU14N0
09YE/ref=smi_se_spo_icl_lst_tgt

E-mail us at: admin@fwbhome.org
Join us on Facebook: Alabama FWB Children’s Home
Please visit us at our website: www.fwbhome.org
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