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CAMP COVID
So, what do you do when the monotony of the endless summer needs some relief at the
Children’s Home? After all, our kids have been pretty much stuck on campus since the
first of March. There have been no youth camps, no shopping (other than brief Walmart
trips), no movie theaters, no youth group church functions, and only brief on campus
family visits which started in June. It has just been us and here.
What do you do? Well, we brainstormed! We were very sad that we couldn’t have
our usual summer spiritual emphasis at summer camps. We really wanted to have
something with a spiritual emphasis since we missed them. So, in one afternoon,
we made phone calls and cobbled together a plan to have an on campus VBS aptly
named by one of our children, “Camp Covid”. Once again, when God is in it… amazing
things happen, and it went great!
We invited local pastors and youth directors to come and give an afternoon of their time
to provide preaching and just interaction with the kids. We all ate a hearty lunch
together, followed by music time (led by Jeanna Nelson), a time of preaching, then our
wacky and crazy game time. After a brief break and water time, they went to a class
based on their age group. After class was over, we had a snack time. “Camp Covid” was
over around 4:00 pm each day. Our speakers were, Kent Nelson (Winfield FWB Church),
David Crowe (Piney Grove FWB Church), Chris Mitchell (1st FWB of Amory, MS), Adrian
Nottonson (Fayette 1st FWB) and Ashley Culp (Trinity FWB Camp). Danny Williams also
provided some of our teaching for our class time with the teenagers and some of our
staff did classes with the two groups of children as well.
At the start of the week, we broke the kids into teams and they competed all
week during game time to earn points! The winning team was awarded a grand prize
of $20 each. We posted some pictures on our webpage at the end of the week.
We played some very intense, very unique, and also some very gross games (thank you,
Chris Mitchell), but the kids LOVED every bit of it.
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I was talking with one of our house moms the other day and she shared her
struggle with hoping, praying, and striving to be the best mom she can be.
She said that she wants to be the mom that each of the children need and
fears that she falls short. It struck me as ridiculous that she would have
these feelings as she is obviously beloved by all the children in her charge.
She seems to have a knack at knowing what each child needs and being
that for them whether it be tough love or extra hugs.
I decided that I was thankful that she was self-aware enough to constantly
be evaluating what she is doing, wanting to be the best houseparent she
can, understanding the very important role that she plays in ministering to
traumatized children. Our house parents are laying the foundation of
what a positive home really is to children who have come from chaotic
situations. They are showing these children an example of the kind of
home they can build one day and that is a great responsibility that we all
take seriously.
I think one of the things that is greatly lacking among individuals this
day is self-awareness. The Oxford Dictionary describes self-awareness
as “conscious knowledge of one's own character, feelings, motives,
and desires.” I think too many of us have the mindset of just “making it
through” or trudging through each day to get to the weekend, so that we
are not meeting our full, or even partial potential. We are ok with “getting
by” instead of being really good and productive with our roles, whether it
be a parent, student, career, or even a Christian.
As a Christian we should know that we have never “arrived” even if we are
a pastor, missionary, deacon, veteran Sunday School teacher, etc.
Romans 12:1 says that we are to present ourselves as “living sacrifices,
holy and acceptable to God” which is a daily choice and requires constant
self-evaluation due to our sinful natures.

It was a great week to
hear God’s truths by
some great preachers,
and some soul stirring
music. The kids
listened so well and
were very responsive
to the leading of the
Holy Spirit. It wasn’t
just a wonderful week
to break up the
monotony of the
summer. The greatest
part of the entire
week was that we had
6 kids make salvation
decisions for Christ!
We are so thankful for
all those who had a
part in July’s “Camp
Covid”. In a time of
monotony,
uncertainty, and
chaos, our kids
experienced a time
they will hopefully
never ever forget.
g

Self-awareness helps us to honestly evaluate ourselves, allows us to build
on our strengths, and to identify areas that we need to improve upon.
What are you trying to improve on today? We all have areas that need
attention. If you are a Christian, in our striving for holiness, we should at
all times be working on some flaw in order to become more like Jesus.
Referencing Romans 12:1 again, it is our “reasonable service.”
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Our task is to help children hurt by life to find faith in God and enter adulthood as responsible Christian men and women with a
purpose in life.
The FWB Children’s Home Newsletter is published six times per year to keep friends informed of current
activities, programs, and service. If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, please contact us.
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home, P. O. Box 8 Eldridge, AL 35554
Mandy Mitchell, Executive Director | Ralinda Aspey, Counselor | Danny Williams, Communication
Phone: 205-924-9751 | Fax: 205-924-9574 | Website: www.fwbhome.org
FWBCH does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, nationality, or ethnic origin.

B OARD OF DI R EC TOR S
Rodney Yerby, Chairman
Shelia Bynum | Donnie Blackmon
Tim Baumgarten | Danny Williams
Wayne Parker | Joey Pettis
Waymon Fields

Birthday

KINDNESS

From time to time, one of our supporters does
something for us which goes way past average.
Dwayne Guyton who attends the Winfield FWB
Church has had a heart for our ministry for a long
time. This year for his birthday, he requested people
give a charitable gift to the Children’s Home for
purchasing Chrome Books for the children to use for
school. Using Facebook and word of mouth he
promoted the cause. He succeeded in raising the
funds to purchase 16 of the laptops and had two
hundred dollars in excess which he gave to the
Home. Thank you, Dewayne. Hope you had a great
birthday…we were certainly blessed by it!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Below are memorial contributions from July/August 2020.
We thank all those who honor their loved ones in this special way.
IN MEMORY

DONOR

Nan Winchester
Garland & Ruby Clifton

Phillip & Michelle Clifton

Kenneth “Snooks” Bynon

Mr. & Mrs. David Bynon

Doug Roorda

Jonathan Vickery

Johnny Jones

May Doris McDonald
Rebecca Wright, Mammie Howton

Carey Pickett

Faye Lovelady

Cynthis Knowles
Mary Goode Yance

Union Hill FWB Ladies Auxiliary
Lydia Women Active for Christ
Elaine Brown

Bonnie Jones
Dale Connell

Cheryl Webb Family

Nancy Kuykendall

Linda McCroskey

Willis Laye, Joey Phifer

18TH ANNUAL
ELDRIDGE
TOY RUN

Stanley & Louise Wade
Pastor Willie Woods
Scott Jackson, Yvonne Watts

Jim & Lisa Courington

Will Besant

Richard & Susan Besant

Sammy Merchant, Sr.

Sandra Stapp Williams

Henry Matthews

Lovewood FWB Church

Bill & Sis Grant

Alec & Jane Grant

BACK TO SCHOOL

Ruth Boyer

Jerry & Betty Atkins

Our friends out did themselves in their response to
our request for school supplies, fees and money
for school clothes shopping. We received supplies
and money for our children’s school expenses again
this year. What a BLESSING! We appreciate you!

Gwenda Sorrells

Sulligent High School Class of 1961

Robert “Bob” Steber

Peter & Joyce Redding, Darlene Massey

December 5, 2020

“All roads lead to Eldridge the first Saturday in December!”

Clifton Reeves

BMW Motorcycle Owners of AL
Jeanne Zibell, David & Sharon Hogg
Charlie Clippinger, John Atkins, Jr.
Alton, Carolyn & Erin Brent & Girls
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Orr, Gary & Angela DuBois
Terese Stevens, Larry Camp, Thomas Ogles

Consider supporting the children at our Home
through Amazon Smile. Use our Amazon Smile link,
and a portion of the proceeds will go to our Home:
https://amzn.to/2WThH91.
Ellen (staff)

9/ 9

Skylar

9/10/13

Judy (staff)

9/18

Katrina (staff)

9/21

Koda

10/ 2/05

Barb (staff)

10/6

Jameson

10/ 7/04

Princess

10/23/09

Preston

10/30/06

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Hope you have a special day.

Mercedes-Benz Club of America, AL Section
J. Thomas Crawford
Geneva Ruth Redmill

Jane Nichols, Frances Wilson, Phyllis Barker
Erin Barker Ball, Raymond & Nan Bishop
C.S. & Sharon Humphries, Deb Rackard
Don & Diane Allison, James & Libby Bailey
Arley United Methodist Church
David & Deborah Vick

Bobby Godsey
Charles Marable

Danny & Altie Hollis
Kevin & Melissa Haralson
Wayne & Charlotte Malone

You may pay tribute to your loved one with a donation in their honor.
Please include with your gift the information needed to notify the family.
Recognition will also appear in the upcoming newsletter.

Harvest
DRIVE

Green Beans

Brownie/Cookie Mix

Apple Sauce

Trash Bags (All Sizes)

Sweet Peas

Cream of Mushroom

Peaches/Pineapple

Ziplock Bags (Qt/gal)

BBQ Sauce

Salt/pepper

Fruit Cocktail

Lima Beans

Garlic/Onion/Sage

Cranberry Sauce

Plastic Wrap/Foil

Diced Tomatoes

Cooking Oil/Spray

Cake Mixes/frosting

Paper Towels/Napkins

Veg-all

Peanut Butter/Jelly

Brownie/cookie Mixes

Kleenex

Honey Mustard

Pizza Sauce

Pancake Mix/Syrup

Toilet Tissue

Bread Crumbs

Minute Rice

Pickles(Spears/Slices)

Wet Wipes

Tomato Sauce

Refried Beans

Green/black Olives

Glade Plug-in Refills

Rotel/chili

Brown Gravy Mix

Nature’s Seasoning

Awesome Orange

Cream Of Chicken

Mac & Cheese

Mustard/Mayo

Floor Cleaner

Tuna/chicken

Bush Baked Beans

Ketchup

Body Wash

Manwich

Soups-all Kinds

brown Sugar/Sugar

Face Wash

Pinto Beans

Corn Meal/Flour

Salad Dressing

Deodorant

Chili/taco Seasoning

Pudding

Styro Plates/Cups

Shampoo/Conditioner

Chicken/beef Broth

Pop Corn

Plastic Forks/Spoons

Hairspray

Cream Of Celery

Gatorade

Straws

Shaving Cream

Tea/coffee

Country Time

Dish Detergent

Hair Brushes/Combs

Juices/kool-aid

Lemonade

Dishwasher Detergent

Ponytail Holders

Black-eye Peas

Elbow Macaroni

Washing Detergent

Socks

Creamer

Lasagna/egg Noodles

bathroom Cleaners

Pens/mech Pencils

Splenda/Equal

Saltine/ritz Crackers

Window Cleaner

Lysol

Lemon Juice

Clorox/Wipes

Towels/Wash Cloths

Confection Sugar

Dryer Sheets

sheets/Pillows

Cereal/pop Tarts

Fabric Softner

Dish Cloths

Snacks/chips

Vinegar

Dish Towels

Canned Pears

Magic Erasers

Batteries

Harvest Drive

The fall Harvest Drive has been an
annual event for the Home since the
1960’s. Over the years churches,
businesses, organizations, and
individuals have donated tons of food,
cleaning and paper products. The
drive is a major element in stocking
our pantry and reducing our expenses.
It is also a wonderful way for folks to
have a practical and more personal
method of supporting our children.

In this issue of “Home Happenings”
we have provided an extensive list of
specific items we presently need.
We encourage you to join others in
making this year’s drive a great success.
Thank you for thinking of us.
Whatever you are able to give,
it will definitely be appreciated!

E-mail us at: admin@fwbhome.org
Join us on Facebook: Alabama FWB Children’s Home
Please visit us at our website: www.fwbhome.org
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