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Summer Adventures

Our summer months do not slow down much even though school is out. With camps,
visiting groups, vacations, and the never-ending yard work, the summer is quite busy.
A full calendar has two main purposes: simple enjoyment and spiritual emphasis.
The enjoyment happens fairly easy. Children seem to find fun naturally. We try to help
that along with fishing at the pond, swimming in the pool, hiking at the bluff, etc.
Throw in a trip to the beach or the mountains and you have a recipe for a good time
Th
and many smiles.
an
The spiritual emphasis is more difficult and must be intentional. In addition to
Th
our regular Christian practices, we add camps, conferences, guest speakers, etc.
o
Please pray for the spiritual lives of our young people. There are daily battles they
P
need to win, and the Lord is the only source of victory.
n
With the start of school, the summer officially is over…at least according to our residents.
W
All of them have returned to the classroom. By the way, thank you to all who helped
A
provide school supplies, clothes, shoes, and backpacks for them. You certainly blessed
p
us with your generosity. Please pray for all of our children this school year. Especially
remember our two seniors as they finish this last year and get ready for graduation.

DIRECTOR’S DESK
The biggest issue we encounter in our work with hurting families is
parental drug use. Today, roughly 80% of our children come to
us as a result of drug use of their parents. According to national
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statistics, these children are 3 times more likely to be physically
or sexually abused and 4 times more likely to be neglected.
Of these three types of childhood maltreatment, neglect has been
found to have the longest far-reaching effects into adulthood.

Our house
parents have a
lot of patience,
receive regular
training, have
good supports
through our
administration
and on-staff
counselor,
and most
importantly
wisdom and
strength from
our Lord.

These children are not having their needs met on a regular basis.
I could tell you about some heart-breaking stories from our
children’s lives before they came to us - chronic lice, to never
having a bed of their own, eating rotted food because that was
all there was, to having never been to the doctor or dentist.
This neglect leads to PTSD, anxiety, trust, and attachment issues.
They often feel unloved and unimportant. If children are
supposed to learn how to have relationships through their
environment, can you see how these children struggle with
normal childhood functions like respecting authority,
showing kindness, and following directions?
Our houseparent’s definitely have their work cut out for them.
They are working with children who have never been able to trust
the adults in their lives to take care of them-why should they
start now? Our house parents have a lot of patience, receive
regular training, have good supports through our administration
and on-staff counselor, and most importantly wisdom and
strength from our Lord. We know that we cannot do anything
without His help. They also have a heart for what they are doing.

Meeting New
Friends & Supporters
The Home had a booth in the
Exhibition Hall at the
National Association of FWB’s
in Memphis this summer.
It gave us an opportunity
to say hello to supporters
and meet new friends.
Next year the convention
will be in Birmingham.
We are looking forward to
informing people about our
ministry at that venue each year.
Since the 2022 convention will

We appreciate your continued prayers for our children and staff.

be so close, some of you may

Through your prayers and donations, you become a part of what

want to come by for a visit!

we are doing here providing a loving home for hurting children.

PUR P OS E
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home is a ministry of the Alabama State Association of FWB’s. As a non-profit organization, FWBCH
provides a loving, home-like, Christian atmosphere for children struggling with life’s challenges and turbulent domestic situations.
Our task is to help children hurt by life to find faith in God and enter adulthood as responsible Christian men and women with a
purpose in life.
The FWB Children’s Home Newsletter is published six times per year to keep friends informed of current
activities, programs, and service. If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, please contact us.
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home, P. O. Box 8 Eldridge, AL 35554
Mandy Mitchell, Executive Director | Ralinda Aspey, Counselor | Danny Williams, Communication
Phone: 205-924-9751 | Fax: 205-924-9574 | Website: www.fwbhome.org
FWBCH does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, nationality, or ethnic origin.

B OARD OF DI R EC TOR S
Rodney Yerby, Chairman
Shelia Bynum | Donnie Blackmon
Tim Baumgarten | Danny Williams
Wayne Parker | Joey Pettis
Waymon Fields

MEMORIAL GIFTS

UPGRADING

Below are memorial contributions from July/August 2021.
We thank all those who honor their
loved ones in this special way.

The Lord has blessed us with a
wonderful campus and comfortable
facilities. Improving these buildings is
important stewardship – taking care

IN MEMORY

DONOR

of God’s property. These improvements
ts

Mrs. Eskridge Langford

Sammy & Melanie Wallace

are possible thanks to the support of

J.T. & Mattie Ree McMillan

our donors and grants which we have

Byron & Mary Lee Hicks

received. Presently, a bedroom/bath

Herbie & Linda Burkes

addition is being built on the Bridge House,
ouse,

Butch Wallace

bathroom renovation and new flooring is scheduled for
a couple of the residents houses.

Glenda Johnson
Geoff Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Coley Mathis

Tammy Cornog

Happy Birthday!
HOPE YOU HAVE A SPECIAL DAY.

Saundra Harper

Linda Floyd

Elaine Prescott

Sheilah Herron

Carey Pickett

Faye Lovelady

Frank Barron

Regina Barron

ELLEN (STAFF)

9/ 9

SKYLAR

9/10/13

JUDY (STAFF)

9/18

KATRINA (STAFF)

9/21

Paul Rowland

Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Collins

BARB (STAFF)

10/6

Mrs. Radah Talley Brown

John & Trista Baker

JAMES ON

10/ 7/04

PRESTON

10/30/06

Tom & Carolyn Shurbitt

Phillip & Marchettia Jones

Will Besant

Richard & Susan Besant

Katie Gilreath

Frank & Donna Collins

Sara McKinney

Ray & Yvette Clark

Consider supporting the children at our Home through
Amazon Smile. Use our Amazon Smile link, and a portion of
the proceeds will go to our Home: amzn.to/2WThH91.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
19th Annual

Eldridge
E
g Toy
yR
Run

Jill Collins
Azeal Burch Justice
Richard “Dick” Justice

Perry Wells

Virginia Ann Scoggins

Ronnie Lawler

Bobby Kimbrall

Central Walker County
Coon Hunters

Stan Malone

Charlotte Malone

Randall Greene

Browning & Deborah Riggs

Wayne Handley
Mary Jo Courington
Kevin Atkins

Jim & Lisa Courington

F.W. & Vera Bolin

Max & Sherel Bolin

IN HONOR

DONOR

Al & Tova Hamm
Elite SS Class
Jim & Elizabeth Harrell

DECEMBER 4, 2021
“All roads lead to Eldridge the first
firsst
st Saturday in Decem
December!”

Donna Smith

You may pay tribute to your loved one with a
donation in their honor. Please include with your
gift the information needed to notify the family.
Recognition will also appear in the upcoming newsletter.

Harvest Drive
The fall Harvest Drive has
been an annual event for the
Home since the 1960’s.
Over the years churches,
businesses, organizations, and
individuals have donated tons
of food, cleaning, and paper
products. The drive is a major
element in stocking our pantry
and reducing our expenses.
It is also a wonderful way for
folks to have a practical and
more personal method of
supporting our children.
In this issue of “Home
Happenings” we have provided
an extensive list of specific
items we presently need.
We encourage you to join
others in making this year’s
drive a great success.
Thank you for thinking of us.
Whatever you are able to give,
it will definitely be appreciated!

Green Beans

Peanut Butter/Jelly

Brownie/Cookie Mixes

Paper Towels/Napkins

Sweet Peas

Pizza Sauce

Pancake Mix/Syrup

Kleenex

BBQ Sauce

Minute Rice

Pickles (Spears/Slices)

Toilet Tissue

Lima Beans

Refried Beans

Green/Black Olives

Wet Wipes

Diced Tomatoes

Brown Gravy Mix

Nature’s Seasoning

Glade Plug-in Refills

Veg-All

Mac & Cheese

Mustard/Mayo

Awesome Orange Floor

Honey Mustard

Bush Bake Beans

Ketchup

Cleaner

Bread Crumbs

Soups-all Kinds

Brown Sugar/Sugar

Body Wash

Tomato Sauce

Corn meal/Flour

Salad Dressing

Face Wash

Rotel/Chili

Pudding

Styro

Deodorant

Cream of Chicken

Pop Corn

Plates/Cups/Bowls

Shampoo/Conditioner

Tuna/Chicken

Gatorade

Plastic Forks/Spoons

Hairspray

Manwich

Country Time

Straws

Shaving Cream

Pinto Beans

Lemonade

Dish Detergent

Hair brushes/Combs

Chili/Taco Seasoning

Elbow Macaroni

Dishwasher Detergent

Ponytail Holders

Chicken/Beef Broth

Lasagna/Egg Noodles

Laundry Detergent

Socks
Pens/Mechanical

Cream of Celery

Saltine/Ritz Crackers

Bathroom Cleaners

Tea/Coffee

Lemon Juice

Window cleaner

Juices/Kool-Aid

Confection Sugar

Clorox

Clorox Wipes/Lysol

Black-eye Peas

Cereal/Pop Tarts

Dryer Sheets

Towels/Wash Cloths

Creamer

Snacks/Chips

Fabrice Softener

Sheets/Pillows

Splenda/Equal

Canned Pears

Vinegar

Dish Cloths

Brownie/Cookie Mix

Apple Sauce

SOS Pads

Dish Towels

Cream of Mushroom

Peaches/Pineapple

Magic Erasers

Batteries

Salt/Pepper

Fruit Cocktail

Garbage Bags (all sizes)

Garlic/Onion/Sage

Cranberry Sauce

Ziplock bags (qt/gal)

Cooking Oil/Spray

Cake Mixes/Frosting

Plastic Wrap/Foil

Pencils

E-mail us at: admin@fwbhome.org
Join us on Facebook: Alabama FWB Children’s Home
Please visit us at our website: www.fwbhome.org
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