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WHAT A DAY!
The Eldridge Toy Run and Benefit Ride marked its 19th year with an absolutely amazing
day. On the established “1st Saturday in December”, God provided good weather and
then blessed all the planning and hard work with extraordinary results. It is hard to
believe how wonderful this day was unless you were present and could see for yourself.
Motorcycles from all over the Southeast, some as far as 500 miles away, began arriving
to the applause and welcoming waves of the children, staff, volunteers, and guests.
By the time the event was finished, over 800 motorcycles and well over 2,000 people
had been on the Home’s campus, resulting in record breaking numbers. In addition,
more antique and show cars were on display than any previous year with entries
approaching one hundred.
Thanks to generous donors and supporters, everyone was able to eat lunch consisting
of chili, stew, barbecue, chicken, peanut butter & jelly, hot dogs, etc. Souvenirs and
o
merchandise were available for purchase. The program was held in the Faith Activity
m
Center. As usual it included the national anthem, awarding the car show winners,
C
rrecognizing sponsors, and the arrival of Santa. One of the highlights of the day was
watching the children opening presents.
w
Naturally, before leaving, folks wanted to know the amount of money raised. What a
N
tthrill to hear the announcement of $130,00. The donations have continued to come in
and as of press time the total was up to $152,000 – another record, exceeding last year’s
a
total by over $25,000. The Eldridge Benefit is one of the most successful fundraising
events in the entire region. Many thanks and credit go to the Benefit team for their
ev
leadership.
le
In addition, every person, church, business, and organization who donates or
participates as one of the sponsors deserves recognition. We do not want to forget
pa
all the volunteers who gave of their time and energy to fill a spot for the event.
al
One attendee remarked, “It is hard to believe something this big takes place in
O
Eldridge, AL.” When one of the children was asked what she thought about the Toy Run
El
she replied, “AMAZING!” Both sentiments, no doubt, reflect the feelings of many who
sh
attend. You don’t have to take our word for it. Join us next year for the 20th annual
Eldridge Toy Run.
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I know that
we have some
prayer warriors
out there,
so I thought
we would
start off this
New Year
by giving you
some specific
prayer requests.

Like most of you we had our ups and downs in 2021. For the upside we have spent another year in
ministry doing what the Lord has called us to do-providing a loving, Christian home for hurting children.
I believe I speak for the staff when I say that we are thankful to be in full-time ministry here at this Home.
This year we have watched our residents grow, make good choices, and accomplish many firsts. We have
also dealt with some hard things. Even though we are blessed to be doing this, it is not easy working with
traumatized children. I know that we have some prayer warriors out there, so I thought we would start
off this New Year by giving you some specific prayer requests.
1. Our children-They are all hurting. They are separated from their families, and some don’t fully
understand why. Some, especially our teens, have a difficult time trusting our staff because they
have never been able to trust the adults in their lives. Many of them also struggle with regulating
their emotions because they have never been taught how, which can lead to tantrums and other
behavior issues.
2. Our children’s spiritual needs. We want to show them love, take care of all their needs, but we also
want them to know the love of their God and Savior. Some come to us with bad experiences from
churches or other Christians. Some have never been to church. Some are very accepting of what
the world tells them is right. Pray with us that the Lord will prepare their hearts and give them a
desire for spiritual things.
3. Pray for our house parents. They genuinely want to make a difference in these children’s lives and
be a part of something that will outlive them. There are some rewarding things about their job but
many challenges also. Sometimes they simply don’t know what to do to help a child or begin to
question their abilities. Pray that the Lord will give them wisdom, strength, and patience. As we
pray in every staff meeting, we pray that the children will see God’s love shown through us.
4. Pray for our counseling program. We have been able to reach many families through this extension
of our ministry. We pray that the Lord will continue using this as a way to help families in our state,
and that this program will grow so that it can have an even greater impact.
Thank you in advance for your prayers. I know many of you pray for us and our ministry, and I truly
believe that is one of the reasons why the Lord continues to bless the Free Will Baptist Children’s Home.
The children and staff wish you a very Blessed and Happy New Year!

HONOR ROLL

HOPE YOU HAVE A SPECIAL DAY.

MATT

1-26-10

DICK (STAFF)

1-31

HOWARD (STAFF) 2-7
KAYLYNN

2-7-09

MAKAYLA

2-28-08

Great job, kids!
We are proud of you!

ANGEL | MIKA | VANESSA | COLTEN
MATT | PRESTON | HUNTER
KATONNA | MIA | MAKAYLA | MATTHEW

PUR PO SE
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home is a ministry of the Alabama State Association of FWB’s. As a non-profit organization, FWBCH
provides a loving, home-like, Christian atmosphere for children struggling with life’s challenges and turbulent domestic situations.
Our task is to help children hurt by life to find faith in God and enter adulthood as responsible Christian men and women with a
purpose in life.
The FWB Children’s Home Newsletter is published six times per year to keep friends informed of current
activities, programs, and service. If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, please contact us.
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home, P. O. Box 8 Eldridge, AL 35554
Mandy Mitchell, Executive Director | Ralinda Aspey, Counselor | Danny Williams, Communication
Phone: 205-924-9751 | Fax: 205-924-9574 | Website: www.fwbhome.org
FWBCH does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, nationality, or ethnic origin.

B OA RD OF DI RE C TOR S
Rodney Yerby, Chairman
Shelia Bynum | Donnie Blackmon
Tim Baumgarten | Danny Williams
Wayne Parker | Joey Pettis
Waymon Fields

MEMORIAL GIFTS

Ch ristmas Tim
e
The Christmas season was a wonderful experience around the
Home. There were lots of lights, decorations, and parties to enjoy.
Our Home Christmas party provided good food and competition.
It also gave us the opportunity for the staff and children to focus
on the first Christmas gift, Jesus. Then there were the churches
and organizations that brought gifts throughout the month of
December. We are so grateful for the generosity of these friends.
They truly make Christmas special for our children.
It seems so inadequate but, THANK YOU!

What A Legacy!
B Y LYNN D AVIS

I read with captivation from a black
notebook filled with pictures, letters,
and history. Once started, I was
unable to put it down.
It was lovingly written as a tribute to a young lady,
Nellie Lovone Crowley, tragically killed days before h
her
19th birthday. She grew up in South Alabama – Houston County,
but unbeknownst to us, the Home and her life crossed paths
years ago, and now has, once again.
Nellie was the type of young lady any parent would be proud to
have raised – smart, outgoing, hardworking, active in church.
She had a beautiful testimony for Christ by so many accounts.
One summer her church came to Eldridge to run a VBS program
for the “orphans” here at the Home. It was indeed considered an
orphanage at that time. She loved it and she loved the children.
There was no thought to “dirty hands placed around her waist”.
Sadly, the life of Nellie Lovone Crowley ended in a car accident
while attending college at Montevallo in 1957.
Now, 64 years later as I am reading through this notebook about
the life of Nellie and her family…I read it spellbound! You see,
inside of this notebook there is also an envelope addressed to
our director with a caption and check for “the Bridge House
remodel”. The life of Nellie Lovone Crowley has come full circle –
her life and their donation in her memory/honor will be
responsible in a very significant way to help our children at the
Home who are graduating and starting out their young adult
lives in college (much like hers) to have a safe and welcoming
place to call home, close to us, to live out the kind of life she
aspired to live out herself. What a legacy Nellie Lovone Crowley
leaves from 64 years ago! Then, now and for years to come.

Below are memorial contributions from
November/December 2021. We thank all those who
honor their loved ones in this special way.

IN MEMORY

DONOR

Bryan Thorogood
Bobby Mitchell
Jerry Evans
Mark Rakestraw

Karen Thorogood
Joan Mitchell
Phil & Connie Frye
Judy Tucker, Nicole Hilton
Phil & Connie Frye, Dwan Weeks
Jerry & Linda Rakestraw,
Debbie Coker
Union Community Church
Gintown Lowlife Society
Faye Lovelady
Don Norwood
Garry & Judy Roorda
Mary Beard

Phillip “Mayor” Jones
Carey Pickett
Doyle Cannon
Douglas Roorda
Judy Cox
Robert Cox, Jr.
Bill Lunsford
Jim Dutton
Vernon “Jr.” Capleton
Joyce Bishop
Bruce Aaron
Deborah Taylor
LeeAnn Sapp
Ronnie Brown
Mr. Jan Taylor
Steve Turner
Joe & Jane Burkett
Calvin & Maxine Edgil
Gail Rollins
Stan Malone
Virginia Cochran
Calvin Odom
Frank Barron
Linda Shepherd

Bicki Sansing
Ira Mae Howard
Rev. Elihue Roy & Alma Mayo
Rev Burble “Bud” Alexander
Rev. Glenn Hood
Rose Moncries
Ronald Dover
Mark Steadman
Carolyn Shurbitt

Tommy & Layne Hall
Mollie Lunsford
Billy & Jerri Gober
Rod & JoEllen Tuggle
Kennith Bishop
Deep Creek FWB
Ladies Auxiliary
Judy Earrey Family, Johnny Ivey
Jeri Flowers Family
Elaine Brown
Browning & Deborah Riggs
Winston County Grays
David & Brenda Edgil
Linda Floyd
Charlotte Malone
Charles Cochran
Jerry W. Key
Regina Barron
Jim & Elizabeth Harrell
Marjorie Robertson,
Charlene Jones
Robert & Patsy Tilley
Homer & Joanne Beaty
Ronnie & Donna Smith
Robert & Gail Brown
Enterprise 1st FWB Church
Mr. Robert Alexander
Laodicea FWB Church
Janie Godsey
New Bethlehem Baptist Church
Union Chapel Baptist Church
Phillip & Marchettia Jones

IN HONOR

DONOR

Charles & LeeAnn Poynter
Rev. Lisa Aaron
Rev. Wayne & Starla Parker

Ruth Atkinson
Kennith Bishop
Union Hill FWB Church

You may pay tribute to your loved one with a donation in their honor.
Please include with your gift the information needed to notify the family.
Recognition will also appear in the upcoming newsletter.

WOW!

This year was an excellent time to share the love of Christ.
You, our supporters, followed through and provided actual food,
cleaning supplies, and laundry needs for our pantry, making this
year’s Harvest Drive the best we have known in several years.
Thank you for your participation. We appreciate the help.
It is a blessing to walk through our pantries and see the fruits of
your involvement.

We appreciate all who help
hel our ministry whether
through financial or promotional support.
Pictured is Mandy Mitchell receiving a
check from a local Walmart.
Also pictured is Greg Davis who did his radio
broadcast from the Home on December 16th.

Consider supporting the children at our Home through
Amazon Smile. Use our Amazon Smile link, and a portion of
the proceeds will go to our Home: amzn.to/2WThH91.

E-mail us at: admin@fwbhome.org
Join us on Facebook: Alabama FWB Children’s Home
Please visit us at our website: www.fwbhome.org
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