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Twenty-one years ago, my husband rode in the first toy run for the 
Eldridge Children’s Home. When he got home, he said, “Honey you are going 
to want to be a part of this”. The next year we both rode our motorcycles 
and joined the group leaving from Sulligent. Little did I know that twenty years 
later I would still be involved. I only rode for a couple of years because help 
was needed to prepare the food for those who come.  Whether riding or 
helping as a volunteer, each person who participates is important.

This Home is not here by accident. God saw a need and laid it on many 
people’s hearts to do something about it.   It is heart-warming to know that 
no matter their circumstance, the children are being nurtured in a safe and 
loving family environment.

Even though there is so much to see and do, the highlight of the day for 
me is getting to sit with the children as they open their Christmas presents. 
The joy on their smiling faces and their hugs of thanks is what it is all about.  
I encourage everyone to join us on this very special day.  Whether two wheels, 
three wheels, or four wheels, just come so you too can experience this 
special blessing.

Remember:

Kaye Jaggers, Benefit Team Member

FROM A VOLUNTEER’S VIEW

JUST A NOTE: Despite the rainy weather approximately 

250 motorcycles came to the campus.  

In addition, about 1000 people attended.  

At press time the donations were approaching a new record!

“ALL ROADS LEAD TO Eldridge
THE FIRST SATURDAY IN DECEMBER!”
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DIRECTOR’S DESK
One of our greatest joys here at the Home 
is watching our children grow into their 
potential.  To see a shy, withdrawn child, 
who has never been able to trust anyone, 
become a mature, funny, loving, 
goal-oriented person warms our heart. 
To witness the work of a loving God 
changing these children’s hearts and lives
is a reward that cannot be described.  

We received a note from an individual 
who sponsored one of our children for 
Christmas for three years in a row.  
The sponsor commented how it was 
such a joy to watch this child turn from
a shy little girl into a mature butterfly.  
She commented how it has been such
a thrill to watch her blossom and bloom 
during that time.  Even though she only 
visited with her once a year, she could
see a huge difference.  

A safe, loving home, that keeps Christ first, 
makes a huge difference in a child’s life.  
For most of us, having anything less than
is unimaginable.  But families in our world 
are in trouble-the very entity itself is under 
attack in every way.  We are so thankful for 
your continued support through donations 
and prayer that allow us to step in and be 
a sanctuary to these children who need
a home.  May the Lord bless you this 
New Year as the Lord has blessed us.

MANDY
MITCHELL

The FWB Children’s Home Newsletter is published six times per year to keep friends informed of current 
activities, programs, and service. If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, please contact us.

Free Will Baptist Children’s Home, P. O. Box 8 Eldridge, AL  35554
Mandy Mitchell, Executive Director  |  Ralinda Aspey, Counselor  |  Danny Williams, Communication 
Phone: 205-924-9751  |  Fax: 205-924-9574  |  Website: www.fwbhome.org

FWBCH does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, nationality, or ethnic origin.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rodney Yerby, Chairman 

Shelia Bynum  |  Wade Peoples

Tim Baumgarten  |  Danny Williams

Wayne Parker  |  Joey Pettis

Waymon Fields 

Free Will Baptist Children’s Home is a ministry of the Alabama State Association of FWB’s.  As a non-profit organization, 
FWBCH provides a loving, home-like, Christian atmosphere for children struggling with life’s challenges and turbulent 
domestic situations. Our task is to help children hurt by life to find faith in God and enter adulthood as responsible 
Christian men and women with a purpose in life. 
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support 
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IN MEMORY  DONOR
Carey Pickett Faye Lovelady 
Jerry “8-Ball” Evans
Mark Rakestraw Phil & Connie Frye
Will Besant Rick & Susan Besant
Judy Dahlem Cox
Robert S. Cox, Jr. 
Julius & Hazel Dahlem Kevin Cox, Julia Cox 
Bill Lunsford
Tommy Guyton Mollie Lunsford & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. T.R. Howell Browning & Deborah Riggs
Kathy Houston
Jason Houston Sheilah Herron

Katie Faye Anthony Michael & Rhonda Frye
Donnell Eugene Harris
Rhonda Davis Jim & Lisa Courington
Johnny Cumbie Henrietta Butler
Bobby & Patsy Howell Coley & Ann Mathis
Eleanor Floyd Womack Virginia McInnes, 
 Charles Jordan, 
 Susie Beaty, Ima Jean Nall, 
 Brooks & Jan Cavell
 Mr. & Mrs. William Nichols
Gerald Noles Jim & Lisa Courington, 
 Nancy Payne,
 W.C. & Sandi Gordon, 
 Wade & Linda Lamkin, 
 Terry & Paula Gordon
 David & Brenda Edgil, 
 Jeff & Vallie Beason
 James & Billie Hubbert
Linda Ingle Townley FWB Church 
 Bill & Betty Dutton
Bobby Mitchell Joan Mitchell
James Dutton Brenda Dutton
Dr. James E. Cox
Betty White   
Joe Morrow Cheryl Webb & Family
Joe & Jane Burkett
Coolidge & Maxine Edgil David & Brenda Edgil
Douglas & Martha Stripling Skip & Freida Roberts
Virginia Cochran Charles Cochran
Merlene English Blakely 1st FWB Church
Mr. M. H. Hollis Dorothy Hollis
James Wesson Marie Duckett
Sandra Thompson Foster Cherry Pickett Family

IN MEMORY  DONOR
James “Red” Haney Jon Howell, Don Norwood
 Marguerite Kelley, 
 Kathy Blackmore
 Kerry & Joyce White 
 Kenneth & Ann White
 Randal & Phyllis Atkins
 Piney Grove FWB Church
Sue Knight Linda Floyd
Leon Enlow James & Mahalia Enlow
Bennie Joe Hayes Doug & Karen Leath
Mark “Bubba” Steadman Union Chapel Baptist Church
Hursteen Rollins Miriam Rollins
Rev. Elzie & Mrs. Rick Gilliam Joe & Celia Yerby
Reba Maddox Jerry Maddox
Mr. & Mrs. Moda Chaffin Danny & Jackie Atkinson
Deanna Susan McDaniel
Herbert & Betty Scott Jeanette Scott Norwood
Gary Joel Gilbreath
Faye Thompson Hall Don Norwood
Mark Rakestraw Jerry & Linda Rakestraw
 James & Joyce Malone
 Union Community Church 
Ray “Wildman” Wilson
Tony Barnes, Steve Turner
Jessica Corbin, Debbie Alexander
Monica Martello, Zena Harris
Charity Cordray Winston County Grays
Douglas Roorda Garry & Judy Roorda
Judy Cox
Sonny Cox Robin & Thomas Hall
Calvin Odom Jerry W. Key
Gloria Cressley Marvin Chapel FWB
 Ladies Auxiliary
Roy Gene Robertson Fikes Chevrolet, Inc.
 Piney Grove FWB Church 
Bruce Roberts
Frankie Roberts
Sarah Collinsworth  Bill & Sandra Roberts

IN HONOR  DONOR
Al & Tova Hamm
Jim & Elizabeth Harrell  Ronnie & Donna Smith
  Jody Smith Family 
  Rowdy Smith Family
  Crystal Smith Phillips Family
Kevin Geary  Michelene Eberhard

Below are memorial contributions from November/December 2023.
We thank all those who honor their loved ones in this special way. 

You may pay tribute to your loved one with a donation in their honor.  Please include with your gift the 
information needed to notify the family.  Recognition will also appear in the upcoming newsletter. 

“ALL ROADS 
LEAD TO

Eldridge
THE FIRST 
SATURDAY 

IN DECEMBER!”IN

JAMES 01-04-12

DICK (STAFF) 01-31

HOWARD (STAFF)
02-07

Great work! We are proud of your efforts.
MAKAYLA  |  J IMMY  |  ZA

JAMES  |  SKYLAR  |  SOPHIA

Hope you have a special day.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

HONOR ROLL
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PLEASE VISIT US:
Please visit us at our website: www.fwbhome.org

Join us on Facebook: Alabama FWB Children’s Home

E-mail us at: admin@fwbhome.org

P.O. Box 8
Eldridge, AL 35554
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The Christmas season was a wonderful experience around 

the Home.  There were lots of lights, decorations, and parties 

to enjoy.  Our Home Christmas party provided good food 

and competition.  It also gave us the opportunity for the staff 

and children to focus on the first Christmas gift, Jesus.  

Then there were the individuals, churches and organizations 

that brought gifts throughout the month of December.  

We are so grateful for the generosity of these friends.  

They truly make Christmas special for our children.  

It seems so inadequate but THANK YOU!

Christmas Time 


